Abstract
Introduction: Colombia as a "Coffee Maker" "Without coffee, the world as we know it would not exist". Catherine M. Tucker, 2017 The role of coffee in Colombia goes beyond a simple commodity. Its importance in the socio-economic development of the country is undeniable and its transcendence in Colombia's international projection is a fact.
Historically, Colombia has been part of the main coffee producers in the world. Nonetheless, currently, this country is more recognized by the quality of its coffee than of its production volume.
In figures, Colombia ranks third place in world coffee production, after Brazil and Indonesia, accord- In this context, the present work assumes that economic development can be an important aspect for interpreting large social, cultural and political changes (INGLEHART; WELZEL, 2005) by being part of the evolutionary process of a country, including its international dimension.
Therefore, coffee, that is, the economic development determined by it and the social structures that were built around it -more specifically the formation of a coffee elite -is assumed as the explanatory variable that will allow us to understand economic development in Colombia and its relation to the place that this country occupied on the international scene during the first half of the 20th century. The foundation of the NFCG is given in the framework of the II National Coffee Congress that took place in Medellin from June 21 to 27 at 1927, in which "the first statutes of the entity were established, and a national committee was elected to work from Bogotá" (SAETHER, 1999, p. 146) .
Nevertheless, an important fact of the creation of the NFCG, which is not found in its official rhetoric, is that this organization was promoted by landowners, politicians, and merchants related with the Conservative Party with a big influence in their regions or through the nation.
To substantiate the above, we will rely on a review made by Saether (1999) 2 This chart was synthesized and adapted to the demands of this work. Thus, the delegates of Antioquia who were registered as representatives of this department were highlighted with gray, the participants who had biographic links with Antioquia but who were representing other departments were highlighted in blue. And finally, participants belonging to the diplomatic sphere were highlighted in yellow.
Another important finding that Saether (1999, p. 147) In this sense, when referring here to the Federation and its influence on foreign policy, we are referring to the elite that is in charge of the organization; those that come to compose the National Congress of Coffee Growers and, more specifically, the Steering Committee, whose positions are decided due to political decisions and are perpetuated for different reasons and several mechanisms. As Vargas (1996, p. 12) states, "a co-opting mechanism has allowed certain notables of the departmental committees from the producing regions to be perpetuated by-election in the National Congress of Coffee Growers, a strategic center of system-related decisions". In other words, we are referring to power elite, which is "composed of men whose positions enable them to transcend the ordinary environments of ordinary men and women; they are in positions to make decisions having major consequences (...) they are in command of the major hierarchies and organizations of modern society" (Mills, 1956, p. 3-4 
